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OXENDINE VISITS FORT OGLETHORPE SCHOOL 

FOR STATEWIDE FIRE DRILL 
 

 
Atlanta – Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner John W. Oxendine kicked off the 
statewide fire drill today at Battlefield Elementary in Fort Oglethorpe. 
 
 The drill at Battlefield Elementary was conducted today marking an annual event 
that takes place as part of National Fire Prevention Month.   
 
 Commissioner Oxendine and Ft. Oglethorpe Fire Chief Bruce Ballew kick-off the 
visits by address 165 third-grade students about the importance of fire safety, and then 
officially started the statewide fire drill at 10 a.m. 
 
 “For the safety of our children, it is very important to conduct regular fire drills in 
the school and home. State law requires schools to conduct these drills monthly. We hope 
that students will take their experience home with them and convince their parents to 
conduct similar drills in the home on a regular basis,” Commissioner Oxendine said. 
 
 Georgia law requires at least two fire exit drills during the first two weeks of the 
school year, and one each month thereafter. 
 
 For more information on conducting fire drills at school and at home, please 
contact Commissioner Oxendine’s Fire Safety Education Division at (404) 657-0831, or 
toll-free at 1-800-656-2298. 
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