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OXENDINE: EFFINGHAM COUNTY FATAL FIRE
RULED ACCIDENTAL

Atlanta - Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner John W. Oxendine said a double-
wide manufactured home fire yesterday that took the life of an Effingham County
man was apparently caused by an electrical problem inside the home.

William Henry Roper Jr., 71, died in the fire at 601 Ingram Street, Springfield.
Roper had escaped the fire along with his wife, son and three grandchildren, but re-
entered the home with a garden hose in an attempt to extinguish the blaze.

Oxendine said the home was a total loss, with damage estimated at $75,000.

The fire call came in at 7:30 p.m.
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