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FIRE PROTECTION AND SAFETY

Chap.

1. General Provisions, 25-1-1.
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Regulation of Fire and Other Hazards to Persons and Property Generally, 25-2-1 through 25-2-40.
Local Fire Departments Generally, 25-3-1 through 25-3-27.

Firefighter Standards and Training, 25-4-1 through 25-4-31.

Resolution of Wages, Hours, Working Conditions of Firefighters, 25-5-1 through 25-5-14.

Mutual Aid Resource Pacts, 25-6-1 through 25-6-11.

Georgia Fire Academy, 25-7-1 through 25-7-8.

Regulation of Blasting Operations Generally, 25-8-1 through 25-8-12.

9. Blasting or Excavating Near Utility Facilities, 25-9-1 through 25-9-13.

10. Regulation of Fireworks, 25-10-1 through 25-10-9.

11. Fire Protection Sprinkler Contractors, 25-11-1 through 25-11-19.

12. Regulation of Fire Extinguishers and Suppression Systems, 25-12-1 through 25-12-22.

13. Municipal, County, and Volunteer Fire Departments Nomenclature, 25-13-1 through 25-13-10.
14. Georgia Fire Safety Standard and Firefighter Protection, 25-14-1 through 25-14-11.

Annotations
Cross references. - Criminal penalties for transmitting false report of fire, transmitting a false public alarm and making restitution, or refusing to
Farmers' mutual fire insurance companies, Ch. 16, T. 33.

Property

insurance generally, Ch. 32, T. 33.

Management of emergencies generally, Ch. 3, T. 38.
Liability of officers and agents for acts performed while fighting fires or for acts performed at scenes of emergencies, § 51-1-30.

RESEARCH

REFERENCES

Actions on Fire Insurance Policies, 10 Am. Jur. Trials 301.

Preparation and Trial of Arson Case, 19 Am. Jur. Trials 685.

Use of Discovery in Product Related Burn Injury Cases, 22 Am. Jur. Trials 199.
Television Fire Litigation, 26 Am. Jur. Trials 463.

Preparing the Portable Kerosene Heater Case for Trial, 43 Am. Jur. Trials 315.
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CHAPTER 1

Fire Claims Out of Court, 57 Am. Jur. Trials 155.
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GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.
25-1-1.

Making available dynamite caps or like devices to minors; criminal and civil penalties.

Annotations

RESEARCH

REFERENCES

Innkeeper's Failure to Protect Against Fire, 14 POF2d 657.
Failure to Prevent Outbreak and Spread of Fire, 23 POF2d 461.

Point of
Improper
Electric

Origin of Fire - Improperly Installed or Maintained Heating Appliance, 27 POF2d 1.
or Defective Wiring as Cause of Fire, 47 POF2d 451.
Signs - Determining the Cause of Property Damages or Personal Injury, 23 POF3d 159.

25-1-1. Making available dynamite caps or like devices to minors; criminal and civil penalties.

Statute text

(a) Any

person, firm, or corporation who sells, gives, or otherwise makes available any dynamite cap or other similar device to a minor shall be guil

(b)  In addition to the punishment provided in subsection (a) of this Code section, the license or permit to engage in the business of dealing in or t

History

(Ga. L. 1958, p. 306, §§ 1, 2.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 31A Am. Jur. 2d, Explosions and Explosives, §§ 67 et seq., 113 et seq.
C.J.S. - 35 C.J.S., Explosives, §§ 20 et seq., 71 et seq. 53 C.J.S., Licenses, § 50 et seq.
—a

CHAPTER 2

REGULATION OF FIRE AND OTHER HAZARDS TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY GENERALLY

Sec.
25-2-1.
25-2-2.
25-2-3.
25-2-4.
25-2-4.
25-2-5.
25-2-6.
25-2-7.
25-2-8.
25-2-9.

25-2-10.
25-2-11.
25-2-12.
25-2-12.
25-2-13.
25-2-14.
25-2-14.
25-2-15.
25-2-16.
25-2-17.
25-2-18.
25-2-19.
25-2-20.
25-2-21.
25-2-22.
25-2-22.
25-2-23.
25-2-24.
25-2-25.
25-2-26.
25-2-27.
25-2-28.

"Commissioner" defined.
Safety Fire Commissioner - Office created.
Safety Fire Commissioner - Duties and responsibilities generally; delegation of powers.
Safety Fire Commissioner - Adoption of rules and regulations.
Safety Fire Commissioner - Fees and charges.
State fire marshal - Appointment; qualifications; salary.
State fire marshal; head of Safety Fire Division.
Appointment process of deputy state fire marshal and other personnel.
Payment of transportation, etc., expenses of employees in state fire marshal's office.
Authority of fire marshal and employees to investigate cause and origin of fires; power to arrest.
Appeal from rulings of state fire marshal to Commissioner; appeal from Commissioner to superior court; bond.
Local inspections - Duty of cities and counties generally; assistance of cities and counties by state fire marshal [Repealed].
Adoption of state fire safety standards and enforcement; investigations; excuse from compliance with standards; interpretation of standards
1. Deputizing of local fire marshals, deputy local fire marshals, and state inspectors as state officers; qualification of applicants; duty t
(For effective date, see note.) Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property; requirements as to construction, maintenance, a
Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Requirement, issuance, etc., of building permits and certificates of occupancy
1. Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Compliance of existing and proposed buildings and structures with minimum fi
Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Issuance, etc., of temporary occupancy permits; time limits for compliance wit
Regulation of the storage, transportation, and handling of hazardous materials; use of hold-open latches at self-service gasoline stations;
Regulation of explosives.
Exemption of public buildings from fees or licenses; waiver for churches and charities.
Regulation of fire hazards in hotels, apartment houses, department stores, warehouses, and public places.
Licensing of traveling carnivals, circuses, and other exhibits.
Investigation on complaint of dangerous building appurtenances; effect of failure to remove or repair after notice [Repealed].
Right of Commissioner and other authorized officials to enter and inspect buildings and premises.
1. Inspection warrants.
Issuance of notice to correct unsafe conditions.
Filing of petition for court order compelling compliance with notice.
Remedy of unsafe conditions by city or county upon failure to comply with court order; liability for expenses generally; issuance of fi. fa.
Final authority for ordering enforcement of Code Sections 25-2-22 through 25-2-25.
Procedure for investigation of suspected arson - Taking of testimony; arrest of suspect; furnishing of information to district attorney.
Procedure for investigation of suspected arson - Issuance of subpoenas to compel attendance of witnesses or production of documents; adminis



25-2-29. Hearing procedure.
25-2-30. Duty of state fire marshal as to promotion of fire prevention and life safety generally.
25-2-31. Dissemination of fire prevention information by state fire marshal generally; fire prevention programs in schools; cooperation with state fi
25-2-32. Maintenance of records of fire losses; reports of losses by insurance companies; reports of fires.
25-2-32.1. Reports to Safety Fire Division of serious burn injuries.
25-2-32.2. Investigation of burn injuries reported pursuant to Code Section 25-2-32.1
25-2-33. Release of fire loss information by insurers on request by state or local official; immunity for furnishing of information; confidentiality
25-2-33.1. Reports of arson and suspected arson to state fire marshal and insurers; notification of payment of claim as to which report filed.
25-2-34. Cooperation with Commissioner, deputies and inspectors by Department of Public Safety and Georgia State Patrol.
25-2-35. Payment of sheriffs and other peace officers for assistance in determining causes of fires, etc.
25-2-36. Remedies for violations of provisions of chapter and rules, regulations, or orders of Commissioner - Injunctive relief.
25-2-37. Locking exit doors; construction of building without approval of plans; civil penalties for violation of chapter or rules.
25-2-38. Remedies for violations of provisions of chapter and rules, regulations, or orders of Commissioner - Criminal penalty.
25-2-38.1. Sovereign immunity; effect of this chapter on legal duties of property owners and lessees.
25-2-39. Construction of chapter.
25-2-40. Smoke detectors required in new dwellings and dwelling units; exceptions.
Annotations
Administrative Rules and Regulations. - Organization, practice and procedures of the Safety Fire Department, Official Compilation of Rules and Regulat
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

0.C.G.A. Title 25, Chapter 2 not impliedly amended. - Although Ga. L. 1973, p. 890 (see O0.C.G.A. Title 42, Chapter 4, Article 2) deals, in part, with

RESEARCH REFERENCES
Negligent Fire Inspection by City or State Employee, 22 POF2d 55.
25-2-1. "Commissioner" defined.

Statute text
As used in this chapter, the term "Commissioner" means the Safety Fire Commissioner.

25-2-2. Safety Fire Commissioner - Office created.

Statute text
The office of Safety Fire Commissioner is created. The Commissioner of Insurance shall be the Safety Fire Commissioner.

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 1; Ga. L. 1950, p. 320, § 1; Ga. L. 1986, p. 855, § 9.)

Annotations
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Cited in Douglas v. Smith, 578 F.2d 1169 (5th Cir. 1978).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, §§ 42 et seq., 287, 387. 72 Am. Jur. 2d, States, Territories, and Dependencies § 61.
C.J.S. - 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Employees, §§ 18, 282 et seq. 8lA C.J.S., States, § 82.

25-2-3. Safety Fire Commissioner - Duties and responsibilities generally; delegation of powers.

Statute text
Except as provided in Code Section 25-2-12, the Commissioner is charged with the duties and chief responsibility for the enforcement of this chapter.

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 2; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 1.)

Annotations

Cross references. - Manufactured homes generally, § 8-2-130 et seq.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Authorized actions. - In the absence of the state fire marshal, the Safety Fire Commissioner was authorized to act on an application for a license to

Cited in Douglas v. Smith, 578 F.2d 1169 (5th Cir. 1978).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, §§ 3, 230, 241.
C.J.S. - 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Employees, §§ 224, 225.

25-2-4. sSafety Fire Commissioner - Adoption of rules and regulations.

Statute text
The Commissioner shall adopt such rules and regulations as he deems necessary to promote the enforcement of this chapter. Such rules and regulations s

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 3; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 1.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Complying with filing and hearing requirements by Safety Fire Commissioner and Commissioner of Insurance, § 50-13-21.
Administrative Rules and Regulations. - Rules of Practice and Procedure, Official Compilation of Rules and Regulations of State of Georgia, Comptrolle

JUDICIAL DECISIONS
Failure to comply with safety standards. - The rules and regulations of the Safety Fire Commissioner, having the force and effect of law, were applica

Cited in Douglas v. Smith, 578 F.2d 1169 (5th Cir. 1978); Sadler v. Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc., 152 Ga. App. 763, 264 S.E.2d 291 (1979).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, § 1 et seq. 72 Am. Jur. 2d, States, Territories, and Dependencies, § 61.



C.J.S. - 67 C.J.8., Officers and Public Employees, § 1 et seq. 8lA C.J.S., States, §§ 80, 124.
25-2-4.1. Safety Fire Commissioner - Fees and charges.

Statute text

(a) The Commissioner is authorized to assess and collect, and persons so assessed shall pay in advance to the Commissioner, fees and charges unde

(1) New anhydrous ammonia permit for storage in bulk (more than 2,000 gallons aggregate capacity) for sale or distribution one-time fee ..$

(2) Annual license for manufacture of explosives other than fireworks ..100.00

(3) Annual license for manufacture, storage, or transport of fireworks ..1,000.00

(4) Carnival license ..100.00

(5) Certificate of occupancy ..100.00

(6) Construction plan review:

(A) Bulk storage construction ..100.00

(B) Building construction, 10,000 square feet or less ..100.00

(C) Building construction, more than 10,000 square

feet ...015

per square foot

(D) Other construction ..100.00

(7) Fire sprinkler contractor certificate of competency ..100.00

(8) Liquefied petroleum gas storage license:

(A) 2,000 gallons or less ..100.00

(B) More than 2,000 gallons ..500.00

(9) Building construction inspection:

(A) 80 percent completion, 100 percent completion, annual, and first follow-up ..none

(B) Second follow-up ..100.00

(C) Third and each subsequent follow-up ..150.00

(10) Purchase, storage, sale, transport, or use of explosives other than fireworks:

(A) 500 pounds or less ..50.00

(B) More than 500 pounds ..100.00

(11) New self-service gasoline station permit one-time fee ..100.00

(12) New permit to dispense compressed natural gas (CNG) for vehicular fuel one-time fee ..100.00

(b) The licenses and permits for which fees or charges are required pursuant to this Code section shall not be transferable. A new license or permit

History
(Code 1981, § 25-2-4.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 2725, § 4; Ga. L. 1993, p. 448, § 1.)

Annotations
Code Commission notes. - Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 1992, a hyphen was inserted between "one" and "time" in paragraph (11).

25-2-5. State fire marshal - Appointment; qualifications; salary.

Statute text
The Commissioner shall appoint a state fire marshal. Qualifications for appointment as state fire marshal shall be previous training and experience in

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 4.)

Annotations
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Cited in Douglas v. Smith, 578 F.2d 1169 (5th Cir. 1978).



RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, §§ 11, 48 et seq., 87 et seq., 275. 72 Am. Jur. 2d, States, Territories and Dependencie
C.J.S. - 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Employees, §§ 22, 46, 53, 282 et seq. 8l1A C.J.S., States, § 84.
25-2-6. State fire marshal; head of Safety Fire Division.

Statute text
The Safety Fire Division of the office of Commissioner of Insurance shall be headed by the state fire marshal appointed by the Commissioner.

History
(Ga. L. 1972, p. 1015, § 2; Ga. L. 1986, p. 855, § 10.)

25-2-7. Appointment process of deputy state fire marshal and other personnel.

Statute text
The state fire marshal, subject to the approval of the Commissioner, shall appoint a deputy state fire marshal and administrative fire safety speciali

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 5; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 2.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, §§ 11, 48 et seq., 87 et seq.
c.J.S. - 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Officers, §§ 22, 46, 53.

25-2-8. Payment of transportation, etc., expenses of employees in state fire marshal's office.

Statute text
All state employees connected with the state fire marshal's office shall be allowed subsistence, lodging, and other expenses in connection with the ex

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 27.)

Annotations

Cross references. - Mileage, actual travel expenses for state officials and employees, and reimbursement, § 50-19-7.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, §§ 278, 288.

C.J.S. - 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Employees, § 270 et seq.

25-2-9. Authority of fire marshal and employees to investigate cause and origin of fires; power to arrest.

Statute text

(a) Upon the request of the sheriff of the county, the chief of police of the jurisdiction, the district attorney of the judicial circuit, or a local
(b) Personnel employed and authorized by the state fire marshal shall have the power to make arrests for criminal violations established as a result

History
(Ga. L. 1963, p. 509, § 1; Ga. L. 1972, p. 966, § 1; Ga. L. 2003, p. 331, § 1.)

Annotations
The 2003 amendment, effective May 29, 2003, rewrote this Code section.

Cross references. - Obstructing or hindering law enforcement officers, § 16-10-24.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 5 Am. Jur. 2d, Arrest, §§ 2 et seq., 25 et seq., 38, 47. 79 Am. Jur. 2d, Weapons and Firearms, §§ 9, 21.
Cc.J.S. - 6A C.J.S., Arrest, §§ 5-11, 16, 17. 94 C.J.S., Weapons, §§ 3 et seq., 22 et seq.

25-2-10. Appeal from rulings of state fire marshal to Commissioner; appeal from Commissioner to superior court; bond.

Statute text
Should any person, firm, corporation, or public entity be dissatisfied with any ruling or decision of the state fire marshal, the right is granted to

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 29; Ga. L. 1959, p. 50, § 2; Ga. L. 1972, p. 894, § 1.)

Annotations
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Court cannot substitute judgment for Commissioner. - Even if the procedures of the Safety Fire Commissioner in acting on an application for a license

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, S§§ 369, 374 et seq., 424. 63C Am. Jur. 2d, Public Officers and Employees, § 3.
C.J.S. - 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 166 et seq. 67 C.J.S., Officers and Public Employees, §§ 224, 225.
25-2-11. Local inspections - Duty of cities and counties generally; assistance of cities and counties by state fire marshal.

Statute text
Repealed by Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 8, effective April 1, 1982.

25-2-12. Adoption of state fire safety standards and enforcement; investigations; excuse from compliance with standards; interpretation of standards a

Statute text
(a) (1) The county governing authority in any county having a population of 100,000 or more, and the municipal governing authority in any municipality

(2) With respect to those buildings and structures listed in Code Section 25-2-13, except for hospitals, nursing homes, jails, ambulatory health care
(A) Conduct fire safety inspections of existing buildings and structures;

(B) Review plans and specifications for proposed buildings and structures, issue building permits when plans are approved, and conduct fire safety ins
(C) Issue permanent and temporary certificates of occupancy.

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed so as to prohibit fire service personnel of any such local governing authority from making inspectio



(4) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed so as to place upon any municipality, county, or any officer or employee thereof, the responsibility
(5) Every such local governing authority shall have the authority to charge and retain appropriate fees for performing the duties required in subparag
(6) Every such local governing authority shall be responsible for investigating all cases of arson and other suspected incendiary fires within its jur
(7) No such local governing authority shall have the authority to grant any waiver or variance which would excuse any building, structure, or proposed
(b) Municipalities having a population of less than 45,000 as determined by the most recent decennial census published by the United States Bureau of
(c) With respect to those buildings and structures listed in Code Section 25-2-13, in jurisdictions other than those jurisdictions covered under subs
(d) Except as specifically stated in this Code section, nothing in this Code section shall reduce or avoid the duties and responsibilities of the off

(e) (1) The office of the Commissioner shall be responsible for interpretations of the state minimum fire safety standards as adopted in the rules and
(2) On the construction on existing buildings, local governments authorized to enforce the state minimum fire safety standards pursuant to subsection
(3) On the construction on existing buildings not under the jurisdiction of a local government for purposes of paragraph (2) of this subsection, the C
(4) On the construction of new buildings, the Commissioner, upon the written recommendation of the state fire marshal and the written request of the f
(5) Variances granted pursuant to paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of this subsection shall be as nearly equivalent as practical to the standards required

History

(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 6; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 3; Ga. L. 1982, p. 479, §§ 1, 4; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1160, § 2; Ga. L. 1985, p. 721, §§ 1, 2; Ga. L. 1
Annotations

Law reviews. - For article, "Local Government Litigation: Some Pivotal Principles," see 55 Mercer L. Rev. 1 (2003).

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

City required to enforce fire safety standards against county building project within city limits. - A county government is exempt from all municipal

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Implied power of repeal. - Where O.C.G.A. § 25-2-12(b) provides that certain municipal governing authorities may adopt and enforce the state minimum f

Duties of Commissioner as to buildings presenting special hazards. - The Commissioner is charged with specific duties with respect to those buildings

RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. - Zoning: creation by statute or ordinance of restricted residence districts within municipality from which business buildings are excluded, 33 A
Condemnation of premises by public authorities because of unsafe or unsanitary condition as affecting the liability of the tenant for rent, 37 ALR 117
Liability of owner or occupant of premises to building or construction inspector coming upon premises in discharge of duty, 28 ALR3d 891.

Municipal liability for negligent fire inspection and subsequent enforcement, 69 ALR4th 739.

25-2-12.1. Deputizing of local fire marshals, deputy local fire marshals, and state inspectors as state officers; qualification of applicants; duty to

Statute text

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) "Deputy local fire marshal" means any person who is employed by, supervised by, or otherwise assists a local fire marshal and who has been or is s
(2) "Local fire marshal" means any employee or independent contractor of any municipality, county, or other governing authority not adopting the state
(3) "State inspector™ means any person who is employed by any board, commission, or other administrative authority of any state owned and operated or

(b) Upon application submitted by any governing authority or administrative authority described in subsection (a) of this Code section, the state fir

(c) (1) Prior to deputizing any local fire marshal, deputy local fire marshal, or state inspector, the state fire marshal shall examine the applicant's
(A) Fire safety inspections;
(B) Review of plans and specifications; or
) Arson investigations.
(2) If the state fire marshal is satisfied that the applicant is qualified, he shall recommend to the Commissioner that the applicant be deputized as
)
)

(d It shall be the responsibility of the governing authority to notify the state fire marshal when a local fire marshal is no longer employed by or
(e All deputized local fire marshals, deputy local fire marshals, and state inspectors shall submit monthly reports of their activities to the state
History

(Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 4; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 25; Ga. L. 1982, p. 479, §§ 2, 5.)
25-2-13. (For effective date, see note.) Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property; requirements as to construction, maintenance, an

Statute text

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

(1) "Capacity" means the maximum number of persons who may be reasonably expected to be present in any building or on any floor thereof at a given tim
(2) "Historic building or structure" means any individual building or any building which contributes to the historic character of a historic district,
(3) "Landmark museum building" means a historic building or structure used as an exhibit of the building or structure itself which exhibits a high deg
(b) (1) Certain buildings and structures, because of construction or use, may constitute a special hazard to property or to the life and safety of pe
(A) Buildings or structures more than three stories in height; provided, however, that nothing in this Code section shall apply to any individually ow
(B) Any building three or more stories in height and used as a residence by three or more families, with individual cooking and bathroom facilities fo
(C) Any building in which there are more than 15 sleeping accommodations for hire, with or without meals but without individual cooking facilities, wh
(D) Any building or group of buildings which contain schools and academies for any combination of grades one through 12 having more than 15 children o
(E) Hospitals, health care centers, mental health institutions, orphanages, nursing homes, convalescent homes, old age homes, jails, prisons, reformat
(F) Racetracks, stadiums, and grandstands;

(G) Theaters, auditoriums, restaurants, bars, lounges, nightclubs, dance halls, recreation halls, and other places of public assembly having an occupa
(G.1) Churches having an occupant load of 500 or more persons in a common area or having an occupant load greater than 1,000 persons based on total oc
(H) Department stores and retail mercantile establishments having a gross floor area of 25,000 square feet on any one floor or having three or more f1l
(I) Group day-care homes and day-care centers required to be licensed or commissioned as such by the Department of Early Care and Learning and in whic
(J) (For effective date, see note.) Personal care homes required to be licensed as such by the Department of Community Health and having at least seve
(2) Any building or structure which is used exclusively for agricultural purposes and which is located in an unincorporated area shall be exempt from

(3) (A) The provisions of this paragraph relating to landmark museum buildings shall apply only to those portions of such buildings which meet all the
(B) A landmark museum building shall be subject to the following provisions:

(i) Repairs, maintenance, and restoration shall be allowed without conformity to any state building or fire safety related code, standard, rule, or re
(ii) In the case of fire or other casualty to a landmark museum building, it may be rebuilt, in total or in part, using such techniques and materials

(iii) If a historic building or structure, as a result of proposed work or changes in use, would become eligible and would be so certified as a landma
(C) All landmark museum buildings shall comply with the following requirements:

(i) Every landmark museum building shall have portable fire extinguishers as deemed appropriate by the state or local fire authority having jurisdicti
(1i) All landmark museum buildings which contain residential units shall have electrically powered smoke or products of combustion detectors installed
(iii) For all landmark museum buildings, except those protected by a total automatic fire suppression system and one and two family dwellings, approve
(iv) Smoke or products of combustion detectors shall be listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory;

(v) All multistory landmark museum buildings, except one and two family dwellings, with occupancy above or below the street or grade level shall have

(vi) Approved exit signs shall be located where designated by the local or state authority having jurisdiction in accordance with the applicable state
(vii) Except for one and two family dwellings, every landmark museum building occupied after daylight, or which has occupied areas subject to being to
(viii) Occupant loading of landmark museum buildings or structures shall be limited by either the actual structural floor load capacity or by the limi
(ix) The electrical, heating, and mechanical systems of landmark museum buildings shall be inspected and any conditions that create a threat of fire o
(D) Historic buildings not classified as landmark museum buildings shall meet the requirements of applicable state or local building and fire safety 1
(E) As to any buildings or structures in the State of Georgia which meet the criteria of paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of this Code section and thus
(4) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as exempting any building, structure, facility, or premises from ordinances enacted by any municipal
(c) Every person who owns or controls the use of any building, part of a building, or structure described in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of this

(d) The Commissioner is directed to investigate and examine construction and engineering techniques; properties of construction materials, fixtures,

(e) All rules and regulations promulgated before April 1, 1968, by the Commissioner or the state fire marshal and the minimum fire safety standards a
(f) The municipal governing authority in any incorporated area or the county governing authority in any unincorporated area of the state shall have t
(g) Notwithstanding any other provision of law or any local ordinance to the contrary, in the event of a conflict between any code or standard of the

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 8; Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 1; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, §§ 5, 6; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 25; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1160, §§ 3-6; Ga. L. 198



Annotations
Delayed effective date. - Subparagraph (b) (1) (J), as set out above, becomes effective July 1, 2009. For version of subparagraph (b) (1) (J) in effect un

The 2004 amendment, effective October 1, 2004, substituted "Early Care and Learning" for "Human Resources" throughout subparagraph (b) (1) (I).
The 2008 amendment, effective July 1, 2009, substituted "Department of Community Health" for "Department of Human Resources" in subparagraph (b) (1) (J)

Cross references. - Construction standards and requirements for buildings and other structures generally, Ch. 2, T. 8.
Duties of Commissioner with regard to enforcement of laws relating to access to and use of public buildings and facilities by the physically disabled,
Required safety and security measures for detention facilities, § 42-4-31.

Code Commission notes. - Owing to the duplication in subparagraph designations, the subparagraph (b) (1) (I) added by Ga. L. 1985, p. 869, § 1 was redes
Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 1988, a comma was added following "reformatories" in subparagraph (b) (1) (E).

Editor's notes. - Ga. L. 1985, p. 1642, § 3, not codified by the General Assembly, provided that nothing in that Act would amend or repeal the defin

Administrative Rules and Regulations. - Criteria for designation, Official Compilation of the Rules and Regulations of the State of Georgia, Designati

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Cited in Sadler v. Winn-Dixie Stores, Inc., 152 Ga. App. 763, 264 S.E.2d 291 (1979); Tempo Mgt., Inc. v. DeKalb County, 258 Ga. 713, 373 S.E.2d 622 (1

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Authority of Board of Offender Rehabilitation to set standard for construction of prison dormitories. - The Board of Offender Rehabilitation has autho
The authority of the Commissioner to investigate potential fire hazards upon written complaint under 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-22(b) is not limited to the build
Duties of Commissioner as to 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-13. - The Commissioner is charged with specific duties with respect to those buildings listed in 0.C.G.A.
Commissioner has no duty to inspect certain abandoned buildings. - An abandoned building, which is three stories or less in height, which does not oth
Safety Fire Commissioner has authority to adopt rules and regulations which pertain to safety and protection of public at race tracks so long as there

Jurisdiction over condominiums. - The plain language of the 1981 amendments to 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-13 clearly demonstrates the legislative intention to ex
The office of the Commissioner has jurisdiction only over the common areas or elements (such as boiler rooms or recreation facilities) of condominium

Permit applicant to obtain approval of fire marshal before permit issued. - Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 2 (see 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-14) imposes a duty on local

Board of regents should continue to submit to state fire marshal only those plans and specifications for proposed buildings which come under classific

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, §§ 23, 24. 58 Am. Jur. 2d, Nuisances, §§ 163 et seq., 173 et seq., 198 et seq.
1C Am. Jur. Pleading and Practice Forms, Amusements and Exhibitions, § 2.

C.J.S. - 39A C.J.S., Health & Environment, § 28. 66 C.J.S., Nuisances, § 38.

ALR. - Constitutionality of statute or ordinance requiring proprietor of place of amusement to furnish fire or police protection at his own expense, 8
Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.
Validity, construction, and application of the Uniform Fire Code, 46 ALR5th 479.

Validity, construction, and effect of agreement exempting operator of amusement facility from liability for personal injury or death of patron, 54 ALR
Validity and construction of statute or ordinance requiring installation of automatic sprinklers, 63 ALRS5th 517.

25-2-14. Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Requirement, issuance, etc., of building permits and certificates of occupancy;

Statute text

(a) (1) Plans and specifications for all proposed buildings which come under classification in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 25-2-1
(2) (A) If the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official cannot provide plan review within 30 bu
(B) The state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official shall advise the permit applicant at the time

(C) Any plan review or inspection conducted by a private professional provider shall be no less extensive than plan reviews or inspections conducted b
(D) The person, firm, or corporation retaining a private professional provider to conduct a plan review shall be required to pay to the state fire mar
(E) A private professional provider performing plan reviews under this subsection shall review construction plans to determine compliance with the sta
(i) The plans were reviewed by the affiant who is duly authorized to perform plan review pursuant to this subsection and who holds the appropriate lic
(ii) The plans comply with the state's minimum fire safety standards in effect which were adopted pursuant to this chapter and, where applicable, the

(F) All private professional providers providing plan review services pursuant to this subsection shall secure and maintain insurance coverage for pro
(G) The private professional provider shall be empowered to perform any plan review required by the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal,
(H) (i) The permit applicant shall submit a copy of the private professional provider's plan review report to the state fire marshal, the proper local
(I) The affidavit of the private professional provider required pursuant to this subsection;

(IT) The applicable fees required for permitting;

(III) Other documents deemed necessary due to unusual construction or design, smoke removal systems where applicable with engineering analysis, and ad
(IV) Any documents required by the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official to determine that t
(ii) No more than 30 business days after receipt of a permit application and the private professional provider's plan review report required pursuant

(iii) If the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official provides a written notice of plan deficie
(iv) If the permit applicant submits revisions, the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official sh
(v) If the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official provides a second written notice of plan de
(I) The state fire marshal may provide for the prequalification of private professional providers who may perform plan reviews pursuant to this subsec
(J) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to limit any public or private right of action designed to provide protection, rights, or remedies f
(K) If the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official determines that the building construction o
(i) The state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official shall be available to meet with the private pr
(ii) If the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official and the private professional provider are

(L) The state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, local government, designated code official enforcement personnel, or agent
(M) Except as provided in this paragraph, no proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code official shall adopt or enforce any rules,
(N) Nothing in this subsection shall limit the authority of the state fire marshal, the proper local fire marshal, state inspector, or designated code
(0) When performing building code plan reviews related to determining compliance with the Georgia State Minimum Standard Codes most recently adopted b
(b) A complete set of approved plans and specifications shall be maintained on the construction site, and construction shall proceed in compliance wi
(c) Every building or structure which comes under classification in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 25-2-13 and which comes under the
(d) For purposes of this chapter, any existing building or structure listed in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 25-2-13 and which come
(e) In cases where the governing authority of a municipality which is enforcing the fire safety standards pursuant to subsection (a) of Code Section

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 9; Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 2; Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 7; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 25; Ga. L. 1982, p. 479, §§ 3, 6; Ga. L. 1992, p

Annotations
The 2006 amendment, effective January 1, 2007, designated the previously existing provisions of subsection (a) as paragraph (a) (1); and added paragrap

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Term "building permit" is used in reference to permits issued by local governments. 1980 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 80-102.



Permit applicant to obtain approval of fire marshal before permit issued. - Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 2 (see 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-14) imposes a duty on local

Approval of plans generally. - The approval of proposed building plans submitted pursuant to the Fire Safety Code is governed by O0.C.G.A. § 25-2-14, n
The state fire marshal can approve any set of plans which come under the marshall's jurisdiction and which are under the classifications enumerated in

Approval of plans on jail. - The state fire marshal may approve a set of plans on a jail, regardless of costs, square footage, or height of the buildi

Board of regents should continue to submit to state fire marshal only those plans and specifications for proposed buildings which come under the class

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, § et seq.

C.J.S. - 53 C.J.S., Licenses, § 45 et seq.

25-2-14.1. Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Compliance of existing and proposed buildings and structures with minimum fir
Statute text

(a) Every building and structure existing as of April 1, 1968, which building or structure is listed in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Secti

(b) Every proposed building and structure listed in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 25-2-13 shall comply with the adopted minimum fir

History
(Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 8; Ga. L. 1989, p. 815, § 3.)

25-2-15. Buildings presenting special hazards to persons or property - Issuance, etc., of temporary occupancy permits; time limits for compliance with

Statute text
In existing buildings which come under the classification in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 25-2-13, when substandard conditions are

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 10; Ga. L. 1999, p. 81, § 25.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, § 26.

25-2-16. Regulation of the storage, transportation, and handling of hazardous materials; use of hold-open latches at self-service gasoline stations; p

Statute text

(a) Some substances constitute a special hazard to property and to the life and safety of persons because of certain characteristics and properties i
(b) Every person who stores, transports, or handles any of the hazardous substances listed in subsection (a) of this Code section shall so store, tra
(c) The Commissioner is directed to investigate the nature and properties of such hazardous substances and the known precautionary and protective tec

(d) (1) As used in this subsection, the term:

(A) "Automatic-closing device" means a gasoline or diesel fuel pump nozzle which contains a valve which automatically shuts off the flow of gasoline o
(B) "Hold-open latch" means a device which attaches to a gasoline or diesel fuel pump nozzle, which device mechanically holds the nozzle and valve in

(C) "Self-service station™ means any place of business which sells gasoline or diesel fuel at retail and which allows customers to dispense the fuel.

(2) No self-service station shall be prohibited from installing and no customer at such station shall be prohibited from using hold-open latches on ga
(e) Plans and specifications for all proposed bulk storage facilities which come under classification in subsection (a) of this Code section shall be

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 12; Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 3; Ga. L. 1968, p. 1084, § 1; Ga. L. 1983, p. 476, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 6.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Hazardous waste management generally, § 12-8-60 et seq.
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

0.C.G.A. § 25-2-16(b). - The provision of 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-16(b) is not unreasonably vague. Safety Fire Comm'r v. U.S.A. Gas, Inc., 229 Ga. App. 807, 4

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
The scheme of this section (see 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-16) 1is to protect the public and it is contrary to public policy to allow the provisions of that secti

Violation of regulation adopted by Safety Fire Commissioner is a misdemeanor and punishable accordingly, or may be corrected in conformity with Ga. L.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 31A Am. Jur. 2d, Explosives, § 125 et seq. 38 Am. Jur. 2d, Gas and O0il, §§ 171, 252. 57A Am. Jur. 2d, Negligence, §§ 312, 321 et seq. 5
C.J.S. - 65 C.J.S., Negligence, § 170 et seq. 66 C.J.S., Nuisances, §§ 33, 42 et seq., 57, 62.

ALR. - Validity of regulations as to manner of handling or distributing gasoline, 58 ALR 860.

Validity of regulations as to keeping or storage of gasoline, 128 ALR 364.

Liability in connection with fire or explosion of explosives while being stored or transported, 35 ALR3d 1177.

Gasoline or other fuel storage tanks as nuisance, 50 ALR3d 209.

25-2-17. Regulation of explosives.

Statute text

(a) As used in this Code section, the term "explosive" or "explosives" means any chemical compound or mechanical mixture which is commonly used or in
(b) Every person who manufactures, transports, uses, sells, or stores explosives shall so manufacture, transport, use, sell, and store them as to aff
(c) The Commissioner is directed to investigate and examine the nature and properties of various explosives and known safety and protective technique
(d) No person shall manufacture, transport, use, sell, or store explosives without having first obtained a license therefor issued by the Commissione

(e) Every person licensed under this Code section who suffers a larceny or attempted larceny of primer cord, blasting agents, powders, and dynamite s

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 13; Ga. L. 1967, p. 619, § 4; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 7; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2725, § 6.)

Annotations

Cross references. - Regulation of fireworks, Ch. 10, T. 25.

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Editor's notes. - Some of the cases cited below were decided under former Civil Code 1910, §§ 1655, 2745, 2746.

Storing powder not nuisance per se. - The act of a powder company in maintaining and storing powder upon one's land is not a nuisance per se. Simpson



RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 31A Am. Jur. 2d, Explosions and Explosives, § 9 et seq. 51 Am. Jur. 2d, Licenses and Permits, §§ 9, 71 et seq., 80 et seq.
10A Am. Jur. Pleading and Practice Forms, Explosions and Explosives, § 2.

c.J.S. - 35 C.J.S., Explosives, §§ 2, 3. 53 C.J.S., Licenses, §§ 2, 5, 7, 39 et seq.

ALR. - Liability for damages by explosives transported along highway, 44 ALR 124.

Validity of regulations as to manner of handling or distributing gasoline, 58 ALR 860.

Validity of regulations as to keeping or storage of gasoline, 128 ALR 364.

Coverage of clause of fire policy insuring against explosion, 28 ALR2d 995.

Liability in connection with fire or explosion of explosives while being stored or transported, 35 ALR3d 1177.

25-2-18. Exemption of public buildings from fees or licenses; waiver for churches and charities.

Statute text
All federal, state, county, or city publicly owned buildings covered by this chapter are exempt from any fee or license which may be specified in this

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 31.)

25-2-19. Regulation of fire hazards in hotels, apartment houses, department stores, warehouses, and public places.

Statute text
The Commissioner shall promulgate reasonable rules and regulations governing and regulating fire hazards in hotels, apartment houses, department store

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 17.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Operators of Hotels, Inns, and Roadhouses generally, Ch. 21, T. 43.
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Safety Fire Commissioner has authority to adopt rules and regulations which pertain to safety and protection of public at race tracks so long as there

RESEARCH REFERENCES
Am. Jur. 2d. - 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, §§ 23, 24. 35A Am. Jur. 2d, Fires, § 1.

ALR. - Liability of one starting bonfire for burning of child, 36 ALR 297.
Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.

25-2-20. Licensing of traveling carnivals, circuses, and other exhibits.

Statute text
All traveling motion picture shows, carnivals, and circuses shall obtain a fire prevention regulatory license from the state fire marshal based upon c

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 18.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Regulation of activities of carnivals, road shows, tent shows, and other itinerant entertainment, see § 43-1-15.
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Carnival or circus must obtain fire prevention license, and said license is not required to be procured only where the licensee comprises a number or

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 27A Am. Jur. 2d, Entertainment and Sports Law, §S 4 et seq., 47 et seq.

C.J.S. - 30A C.J.S., Entertainment and Amusement; Sports, § 18 et seq.

25-2-21. Investigation on complaint of dangerous building appurtenances; effect of failure to remove or repair after notice.

Statute text
Repealed by Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 9, effective April 1, 1982.

25-2-22. Right of Commissioner and other authorized officials to enter and inspect buildings and premises.
Statute text
(a) The Commissioner and the various officials delegated by him to carry out this chapter shall have the authority at all times of the day and night

(b) Upon complaint submitted in writing, the Commissioner and the various officials to whom enforcement authority is delegated under this chapter may

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 20.)

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Construction of O0.C.G.A. § 25-2-22. - In construing the words "a complaint submitted in writing" with Ga. L. 1949, p. 1051, § 20 (see O.C.G.A. § 25-2-
Authority of Commissioner to enter building. - Upon written complaint to the Commissioner, that a building is in violation of 0.C.G.A. Title 25, Chapt
Commissioner has no duty to inspect certain abandoned buildings. - An abandoned building, which is three stories or less in height, which does not oth

The authority of the Commissioner to investigate potential fire hazards upon written complaint under 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-22(b) is not limited to the build

In order for a written complaint to provide a proper basis for an investigation by the Commissioner, the complaint should allege the existence of some

RESEARCH REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 272 et seq.

ALR. - Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.



Liability of owner or occupant of premises to building or construction inspector coming upon premises in discharge of duty, 28 ALR3d 891.

Municipal liability for negligent fire inspection and subsequent enforcement, 69 ALR4th 739.

25-2-22.1. Inspection warrants.

Statute text

(a) The Commissioner, his delegate, or any other person authorized under this title to conduct inspections of property, in addition to other procedur
(b) Inspection warrants may be issued by any judge of the superior, state, municipal, or magistrate court upon proper oath or affirmation showing pro
(c) A warrant shall be issued only upon affidavit of the Commissioner or his designee or any person authorized to conduct inspections pursuant to thi
(1) The one seeking the warrant must establish under oath or affirmation that the property to be inspected is to be inspected as a part of a legally a
(2) The issuing judge determines that the issuance of the warrant is authorized by this Code section.

(d) The warrant shall:

(1) State the grounds for its issuance and the name of each person whose affidavit has been taken in support thereof;

(2) Be directed to persons authorized by this title to conduct inspections to execute it;

(3) Command the persons to whom it is directed to inspect the area, premise, building, or conveyance identified for the purpose specified and, if appr
(4) Identify the item or types of property to be seized, if any; and

(5) Designate the judicial officer to whom it shall be returned.

(e) A warrant issued pursuant to this Code section must be executed and returned within ten days of its date of issuance unless, upon a showing of a
(f) The judicial officer who has issued a warrant shall attach thereto a copy of the return and all papers returnable in connection therewith and fil

History
(Code 1981, § 25-2-22.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1989, p. 815, § 1.)

25-2-23. Issuance of notice to correct unsafe conditions.

Statute text
When any of the officers listed in Code Section 25-2-22 finds any building or other structure which, for want of repair or by reason of age or dilapid

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 20.)

Annotations
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Violation of regulations adopted by Safety Fire Commissioner is misdemeanor and punishable accordingly, or may be corrected in conformity with Ga. L.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, § 381. 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, §§ 34 et seq., 46. 58 Am. Jur. 2d, Nuisances, §§ 226 et seq., 321
C.J.S. - 66 C.J.S., Nuisances, § 71. 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 272 et seq.

ALR. - Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.
25-2-24. Filing of petition for court order compelling compliance with notice.

Statute text
If any owner, agent, or occupant fails to comply with the notice prescribed in Code Section 25-2-23 within the time specified in the notice, the state

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 20.)

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Purchase of junior fire marshal badges by state. - State may purchase junior fire marshal badges for Comptroller General (now Commissioner of Insuranc
Use of state funds for purchase of fire safety messages. - For examples of messages containing fire safety message but also containing element of grat

Violation of regulations adopted by Safety Fire Commissioner is misdemeanor and punishable accordingly, or may be corrected in conformity with Ga. L.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, § 381. 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, § 39. 42 Am. Jur. 2d, Injunctions, §§ 5, 148.
C.J.S. - 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 272 et seq.
ALR. - Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.

25-2-25. Remedy of unsafe conditions by city or county upon failure to comply with court order; liability for expenses generally; issuance of fi. fa.

Statute text
If any person fails to comply with the order of the court made pursuant to Code Section 25-2-24 within the time fixed, the city or county in which the

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 20.)

Annotations
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Violation of regulations adopted by Safety Fire Commissioner is misdemeanor and punishable accordingly, or may be corrected in conformity with Ga. L.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, § 381. 13 Am. Jur. 2d, Buildings, § 46 et seq. 42 Am. Jur. 2d, Injunction, § 5.
C.J.S. - 66 C.J.S., Nuisances, §§ 131 et seq., 158. 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 272 et seq.
ALR. - Power to require closing of place of amusement or other place of public assembly because of fire hazard or unsanitary conditions, 140 ALR 1048.

25-2-26. Final authority for ordering enforcement of Code Sections 25-2-22 through 25-2-25.

Statute text
Code Sections 25-2-22 through 25-2-25 shall be construed so that the final authority for ordering the carrying out and enforcement of such Code sectio

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 20.)

Annotations



RESEARCH REFERENCES
C.J.S. - 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 272 et seq.
25-2-27. Procedure for investigation of suspected arson - Taking of testimony; arrest of suspect; furnishing of information to district attorney.

Statute text
The state fire marshal or his deputy, when in his opinion such proceedings are necessary, shall take the testimony on oath of all persons believed to

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 21.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Arson and explosives generally, § 16-7-60 et seq.

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Powers not exclusive. - The grant to the state fire marshal and the marshall's deputy of powers relating to investigation of suspected arson, as set f

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 5 Am. Jur. 2d, Arrest, §§ 1 et seq., 10 et seq.38, 47. 5 Am. Jur. 2d, Arson and Related Offenses, § 31 et seq.
c.J.S. - 6A C.J.S., Arrest, §§ 5-11, 16, 17. 6A C.J.S., Arson, §§ 23-52.
ALR. - Expert and opinion evidence as regards fire, 131 ALR 1113.

What constitutes "burning" to justify charge of arson, 28 ALR4th 482.

25-2-28. Procedure for investigation of suspected arson - Issuance of subpoenas to compel attendance of witnesses or production of documents; administ
Statute text

(a) The state fire marshal or the deputy state fire marshal shall have the power to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses before either or bo

(b) Should any person fail to comply with this Code section, the state fire marshal or his agent is authorized to procure an order from the superior

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 22.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, §§ 131 et seq., 388. 35A Am. Jur. 2d, Fires, § 5.
C.J.S. - 36A C.J.S., Fires, §§ 17, 18. 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, §§ 124, 131 et seq.
ALR. - Expert and opinion evidence as regards fire, 131 ALR 1113.

25-2-29. Hearing procedure.

Statute text
All hearings held by or under the direction of the Commissioner shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 50, the "Georgia Administrat

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 23; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 8.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, § 127 et seq. 35A Am. Jur. 2d, Fires, § 5.

C.J.S. - 36A C.J.S., Fires, §§ 17, 18. 73A C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedure, § 115 et seq.
25-2-30. Duty of state fire marshal as to promotion of fire prevention and life safety generally.

Statute text
It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal to contact individuals, associations, and state agencies, both within and outside this state, which hav

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 28.

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Purchase of junior fire marshal badges by state. - State may purchase junior fire marshal badges for Comptroller General (now Commissioner of Insuranc
Use of state funds for purchase of fire safety messages. - See 1962 Op. Att'y Gen. p. 445.

25-2-31. Dissemination of fire prevention information by state fire marshal generally; fire prevention programs in schools; cooperation with state fir
Statute text

(a) The state fire marshal may promote any plan or program which tends to disseminate information on fire prevention and similar projects and may aid

(b) It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal to carry on a state-wide program of fire prevention education in the schools of this state and to

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 26.)

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Expenditure involving expenses for conducting Junior Fire Marshal Camp is not an illegal expenditure, it being a constitutional and authorized educati
25-2-32. Maintenance of records of fire losses; reports of losses by insurance companies; reports of fires.

Statute text

(a) It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal to keep an up-to-date record of all fire losses, together with statistical data concerning the sam

(b) Effective January 1, 1993, all incidents of fires, whether accidental or incendiary, shall be reported to the office of the Safety Fire Commissio

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 25; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 9.)



Annotations

Cross references. - Property insurance generally, Ch. 32, T. 33.
RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 43 Am. Jur. 2d, Insurance, § 62.

C.J.S. - 43 C.J.S., Insurance, § 56.

25-2-32.1. Reports to Safety Fire Division of serious burn injuries.

Statute text
Every case of a burn injury or wound where the victim sustained second-degree or third-degree burns to 5 percent or more of the body or any burns to t

History
(Code 1981, § 25-2-32.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 10.)

25-2-32.2. Investigation of burn injuries reported pursuant to Code Section 25-2-32.1

Statute text
Every county or municipal governing authority or any two or more governing authorities or the Safety Fire Division are authorized and empowered to tak

History

(Code 1981, § 25-2-32.2, enacted by Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 10.)

25-2-33. Release of fire loss information by insurers on request by state or local official; immunity for furnishing of information; confidentiality o
Statute text

(a) The state fire marshal, any deputy designated by the state fire marshal, the director of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation or the chief of a fi
(1) Any insurance policy relevant to the fire loss under investigation and any application for such a policy;

(2) Policy premium payment records on the policy, to the extent available;

(3) Any history of previous claims made by the insured for fire loss with the reporting carrier; and

(4) Material relating to the investigation of the loss, including statements of any person, proof of loss, and any other relevant evidence.

(b) If an insurance company has reason to suspect that a fire loss to its insured's real or personal property was caused by incendiary means, the com
(c) In the absence of fraud or malice, no insurance company or person who furnishes information on its behalf shall be liable for damages in a civil
(d) The officials and departmental and agency personnel receiving any information furnished pursuant to this Code section shall hold the information
(e) Any official referred to in subsection (a) of this Code section may be required to testify as to any information in his possession regarding the
(f) (1) No person shall purposely refuse to release any information requested pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section.

(2) No person shall purposely refuse to notify the state fire marshal of a fire loss required to be reported pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code s
(3) No person shall purposely refuse to supply the state fire marshal with pertinent information required to be furnished pursuant to subsection (b) o
(4) No person shall purposely fail to hold in confidence information required to be held in confidence by subsection (d) of this Code section.

(g) Any person willfully violating this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

History
(Ga. L. 1977, p. 1232, § 1; Ga. L. 1981, p. 825, § 1; Ga. L. 1982, p. 3, § 25; Ga. L. 2005, p. 599, § 7/SB 146.)

Annotations
The 2005 amendment, effective July 1, 2005, deleted "of investigation" following "director" in subsection (a).

Cross references. - Property insurance generally, Ch. 32, T. 33.

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Restriction on persons entitled to request information. - In cases where the insurance company does not have reason to suspect incendiary causes, only
Requests from law enforcement agencies. - Any law enforcement agency of competent jurisdiction may request an insurance company to release fire loss 1

Scope of directive to cooperative with law enforcement agencies. - 0.C.G.A. § 25-2-33(b) directive to insurance companies to cooperate with any law en

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 1 Am. Jur. 2d, Abstracts of Title, § 9 et seq. 18 Am. Jur. 2d, Corporations, §§ 348 et seq., 400 et seqg. 66 Am. Jur. 2d, Records and Re
C.J.S. - 46A C.J.S., Insurance, § 1285.

25-2-33.1. Reports of arson and suspected arson to state fire marshal and insurers; notification of payment of claim as to which report filed.

Statute text

(a) The fire department of each county and municipality and any other organized fire department operating within this state shall report every incide

(b) Any insurance company which has received a report of an incident or suspected incident of arson under subsection (a) of this Code section shall n

History
(Code 1981, § 25-2-33.1, enacted by Ga. L. 1982, p. 792, § 1.)

25-2-34. Cooperation with Commissioner, deputies and inspectors by Department of Public Safety and Georgia State Patrol.

Statute text
The Department of Public Safety, the Georgia State Patrol, and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation shall cooperate with the Commissioner and his deput

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 24.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 2 Am. Jur. 2d, Administrative Law, § 135.

Cc.J.S. - 73 C.J.S., Public Administrative Law and Procedures, § 76.

25-2-35. Payment of sheriffs and other peace officers for assistance in determining causes of fires, etc.

Statute text
The Commissioner is authorized to pay sheriffs and other peace officers reasonable fees for assistance given in assembling evidence as to the causes o

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 24.)

Annotations
Cross references. - Arson and explosives, § 16-7-60 et seq.



25-2-36. Remedies for violations of provisions of chapter and rules, regulations, or orders of Commissioner - Injunctive relief.

Statute text
In addition to the civil monetary penalty provided for in Code Section 25-2-37, the Commissioner may bring a civil action to enjoin a violation of any

History
(Ga. L. 1972, p. 894, § 2.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 36 Am. Jur. 2d, Forfeitures and Penalties, § 52 et seqg. 73 Am. Jur. 2d, Statutes, § 194 et seq.

C.J.S. - 70 C.J.S., Penalties, § 1 et seq.

25-2-37. Locking exit doors; construction of building without approval of plans; civil penalties for violation of chapter or rules.

Statute text

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to lock an exit door whether or not it is a required exit unless such provisions are allowed by this chapter

) It shall be unlawful for any person to begin construction on any proposed building or structure which comes under the classification in paragraph
(c) Any person who violates this chapter or any rule, regulation, or order issued by the Commissioner under this chapter shall be subject to a civil

)

)

(d Any person who violates this chapter or any rule, regulation, or order issued by the Commissioner under this chapter shall be subject to a civil
(e Any person violating subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this Code section shall be subject to a fine of not more than $1,000.00 for a first offense,
History

(Ga. L. 1972, p. 894, § 2; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 11.)
Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 36 Am. Jur. 2d, Forfeitures and Penalties, § 52 et seq. 73 Am. Jur. 2d, Statutes, § 194 et seq.
C.J.S. - 70 C.J.S., Penalties, § 1 et seq.
ALR. - Recovery of cumulative statutory penalties, 71 ALR2d 986.

25-2-38. Remedies for violations of provisions of chapter and rules, regulations, or orders of Commissioner - Criminal penalty.

Statute text
Any person, firm, or corporation violating this chapter or failing or refusing to comply with any regulation promulgated under this chapter shall be g

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 32.)

Annotations
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Violation of regulations adopted by Safety Fire Commissioner is misdemeanor and punishable accordingly, or may be corrected in conformity with Ga. L.

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 36 Am. Jur. 2d, Forfeitures and Penalties, § 52 et seq. 73 Am. Jur. 2d, Statutes, § 194 et seq.

C.J.S. - 70 C.J.S., Penalties, § 1 et seq.

25-2-38.1. Sovereign immunity; effect of this chapter on legal duties of property owners and lessees.

Statute text

(a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to constitute a waiver of the sovereign immunity of the state, or any officer or employee thereof, in

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to relieve any property owner or lessee thereof from any legal duty, obligation, or liability incident

History
(Ga. L. 1981, p. 1779, § 9.)

Annotations

Cross references. - Nonliability of counties in absence of statute, § 36-1-4.

Liability of municipal corporations for acts or omissions of officers, Ch. 33, T. 36.

Immunity of state and political subdivisions for emergency management activities, § 38-3-35.

Immunity of officers, members, etc., of county, municipal, etc., fire departments from liability for acts performed while fighting fires or for acts p
RESEARCH REFERENCES

ALR. - Municipal liability for negligent fire inspection and subsequent enforcement, 69 ALR4th 739.

25-2-39. Construction of chapter.

Statute text
It is declared that this chapter is necessary for the public safety, health, peace, and welfare, is remedial in nature, and shall be construed liberal

History
(Ga. L. 1949, p. 1057, § 30.)

Annotations
JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Cited in Bishop v. Act-O-Lane Gas Serv. Co., 91 Ga. App. 154, 85 S.E.2d 169 (1954).

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 73 Am. Jur. 2d, Statutes, §§ 8, 60 et seq., 179 et seq.

Cc.J.S. - 82 C.J.S., Statutes, § 306 et seq.

25-2-40. Smoke detectors required in new dwellings and dwelling units; exceptions.

Statute text
(a) (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (f) of this Code section, on and after July 1, 1987, every new dwelling and every new dwelling unit



(2) On and after July 1, 1994, every dwelling and every dwelling unit within an apartment, house, condominium, and townhouse and every motel, hotel, a
(3) On and after July 1, 2001, every patient sleeping room of every nursing home shall be provided with no less than an approved listed battery operat
(b) In dwellings, dwelling units, and other facilities listed in subsection (a) of this Code section, a smoke detector shall be mounted on the ceilin
(c) In dwellings, dwelling units, and other facilities listed in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code section with split levels, a smoke dete
(d) Detectors shall be listed and meet the installation requirements of NFPA 72. In addition, a one and one-half hour emergency power supply source i
(e) Any complete automatic fire alarm system using automatic smoke detectors shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72.

(f) (1) The provisions of this Code section may be enforced by local building and fire code officials in the case of residential buildings which are no
(2) Any occupant who fails to maintain a smoke detector in a dwelling, dwelling unit, or other facility, other than a nursing home, listed in subsecti
(3) Any operator of a nursing home who fails to install and maintain the smoke detectors required under paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of this Code s
(g) Failure to maintain a smoke detector in good working order in a dwelling, dwelling unit, or other facility listed in subsection (a) of this Code
(h) The Safety Fire Commissioner is authorized and encouraged to inform the public through public service announcements of the availability of a limi

History
(Code 1981, § 25-2-40, enacted by Ga. L. 1987, p. 989, § 1; Ga. L. 1992, p. 2186, § 12; Ga. L. 1994, p. 1235, § 1; Ga. L. 2001, p. 860, § 1.)

Annotations
The 2001 amendment, effective July 1, 2001, added paragraph (a) (3); in subsection (f), designated the existing provisions as paragraphs (1) and (2), i

Code Commission notes. - Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 1995, "Commissioner" was substituted for "commissioner" in subsection (b); and "battery o
Law reviews. - For annual survey article on real property law, see 52 Mercer L. Rev. 383 (2000). For annual survey of local government law, see 56 Me

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

Failure to maintain smoke detectors. - Evidence of a landlord's failure to maintain battery-operated smoke detectors was not admissible in a civil cas
Summary judgment was properly entered for a landlord and a property manager (appellees) in a negligence suit filed by an injured party as appellees co
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CHAPTER 3
LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENTS GENERALLY

Article 1

General Provisions.
25-3-1. General powers of fire departments.
25-3-2. Powers of fire departments in event of emergencies generally.
25-3-3. Provision of assistance during emergencies to federal agencies or officers and state, or political subdivisions.
25-3-4. Authority of counties, municipalities, or other political subdivisions to enact ordinances, regulations, or codes.
25-3-5. Operation of other fire departments within municipalities or counties.
25-3-6. Effect of article on powers and duties of other officials and departments.

Article 2

Minimum Requirements.
25-3-20. Legislative intent.
25-3-21. Definitions.
25-3-22. Notification that organization meets requirements; issuance of certificate of compliance.
25-3-23. General requirements; equipment and clothing; insurance.
25-3-24. Authority of executive director to determine compliance.
25-3-25. Suspension or revocation of certificate of compliance; hearing by aggrieved departments; enforcement of suspensions or revocations.
25-3-26. Duty of executive director to cooperate with fire department.
25-3-27. Construction of article.
Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES
ALR. - Municipal liability for negligent fire inspection and subsequent enforcement, 69 ALR4th 739.
0

ARTICLE 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Annotations
Cross references. - Deputizing of local fire marshals, etc., as state officers, § 25-2-12.1.
Editor's notes. - Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 2 designated the existing Code sections of this chapter (§§ 25-3-1 through 25-3-6) as Article 1 of the cha

RESEARCH REFERENCES
Am. Jur. 2d. - 35A Am. Jur. 2d, Fires, § 1 et seq.
25-3-1. General powers of fire departments.

Statute text
Any fire department of a county, municipality, or other political subdivision and any chartered fire department shall have the authority to:

(1) Protect life and property against fire, explosions, hazardous materials, or electrical hazards;
(2) Detect and prevent arson;
(3) Administer and enforce the laws of this state; the rules and regulations adopted by the departments, boards, bureaus, commissions, and agencies of

(4) Conduct programs of public education in fire prevention and safety;

(5) Conduct emergency medical services and rescue assistance, subject to Chapter 11 of Title 31 and subject to the approval of the county, municipalit
(6) Control and regulate the flow of traffic in areas of existing emergencies, including rail, highway, water, and air traffic; and

(7) Perform all such services of a fire department as may be provided by law or which necessarily appertain thereto.

History

(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 1.)
25-3-2. Powers of fire departments in event of emergencies generally.

Statute text
In the event of any fire, explosion, bomb threat, or similar emergency, the fire department in any county, municipality, or other political subdivisio

(1) Enter any property, building, structure, vehicle, watercraft, aircraft, railroad car, or other place for the purpose of fighting the fire, explosi
(2) Cut any wires, electrical or otherwise, or turn off any utility, as deemed necessary to preserve life or property;

(3) Prevent the blocking of any public or private street, road or alley, way or driveway, or emergency lane during any such emergency and remove any v
(4) Confiscate supplies, chemicals, or equipment necessary for such emergency;

(5) Make any necessary tests; and
(6) Evacuate any building or area necessary.
History

(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 2; Ga. L. 1983, p. 3, § 18; Ga. L. 1989, p. 271, § 1.)



Annotations
Cross references. - Liability of members of fire departments for acts performed while fighting fires or for acts performed at scenes of emergencies, §

25-3-3. Provision of assistance during emergencies to federal agencies or officers and state, or political subdivisions.

Statute text
Any fire department may provide assistance to any agency or officer of the United States government, of this state, or of any political subdivision or

History
(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 4.)

25-3-4. Authority of counties, municipalities, or other political subdivisions to enact ordinances, regulations, or codes.

Statute text
The governing body of each county, municipality, or other political subdivision of the state shall have the power to enact such ordinances, regulation

History
(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 3; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 1.)

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Fire ordinances for day care centers. - The authority of local governments to enact fire ordinances for day care centers is preempted by 0.C.G.A. § 49
25-3-5. Operation of other fire departments within municipalities or counties.

Statute text
Nothing within this article shall be construed so as to permit a county or other fire department to operate within the limits of a municipality except

History
(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 5; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 1.)

25-3-6. Effect of article on powers and duties of other officials and departments.

Statute text
This article shall not affect the duties, powers, or responsibilities of the Safety Fire Commissioner, the state fire marshal, the sheriff's office, t

History
(Ga. L. 1980, p. 1395, § 6; Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 1; Ga. L. 1994, p. 1758, § 1.)

Annotations
OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Fire ordinances for day care centers. - The authority of local governments to enact fire ordinances for day care centers is preempted by O0.C.G.A. § 49

0
ARTICLE 2
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

Annotations
Cross references. - Special license plates for firefighters, § 40-2-78

25-3-20. Legislative intent.

Statute text
It is the intention of the General Assembly of Georgia to establish minimum requirements for all fire departments operating in this state. The General

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-20, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3.)

25-3-21. Definitions.

Statute text
As used in this article, the term:

(1) "Executive director" means the executive director of the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council.

(2) (A) "Fire department" means any fire department which is authorized to exercise the general and emergency powers enumerated in Code Sections 25-3-1
(B) "Fire department" also means any department, agency, organization, or company operating in this state with the intent and purpose of carrying out

(3) "Firefighter" means any able-bodied person at least 18 years of age who has been duly appointed by a legally constituted fire department and who h

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-21, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1985, p. 1493, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 1.)

Annotations

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Volunteer fire department. - A volunteer fire department is a "fire department" within the meaning of 0.C.G.A. § 25-3-21 and must therefore comply wit
25-3-22. Notification that organization meets requirements; issuance of certificate of compliance.

Statute text
In order for a fire department to be legally organized to operate in the State of Georgia, the chief administrative officer of the fire department sha

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-22, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 2; Ga. L. 1998, p. 560, § 1; Ga. L. 2003, p. 888, § 1.)

Annotations
The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2004, in the second sentence, substituted "recommend to the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council t

25-3-23. General requirements; equipment and clothing; insurance.

Statute text

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, in order to be legally organized:

(1) A fire department shall comply with the following requirements:

(A) Be established to provide fire and other emergency and nonemergency services in accordance with standards specified solely by the Georgia Firefigh
(B) Be capable of providing fire protection 24 hours a day, 365 days per year;

(C) Be responsible for a defined area of operations depicted on a map located at the fire station, which area of operations shall have been approved a
(D) Be staffed with a sufficient number of full-time, part-time, or volunteer firefighters who have successfully completed basic firefighter training

(2) A fire department shall possess the following items of approved equipment and protective clothing:

(A) A minimum of one fully equipped, operable pumper with a capacity of at least 750 GPM at 150 PSI and a tank capacity of a minimum of 250 gallons; p



(B) A minimum of equipment, appliances, adapters, and accessories necessary to perform and carry out the duties and responsibilities of a fire departm
(C) A minimum of two approved self-contained breathing apparatus for each pumping apparatus as approved by the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Train
(D) A minimum issue of sufficient personal protective clothing to permit each member to perform safely the duties of a firefighter.

(b) A legally organized fire department shall purchase and maintain sufficient insurance coverage on each member of the fire department to pay claims
(c) On and after July 1, 1998, the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council shall be authorized, by rules and regulations, to establish and

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-23, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1985, p. 149, § 25; Ga. L. 1990, p. 354, § 1; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 3; Ga. L. 199

Annotations
The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2004, rewrote this Code section.

The 2005 amendment, effective April 7, 2005, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code, substituted "subsection (c)" for "subsection (
25-3-24. Authority of executive director to determine compliance.

Statute text
The executive director may consult with and consider the recommendations of the director of the Georgia Forestry Commission, the director of the Georg

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-24, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 4.)

25-3-25. Suspension or revocation of certificate of compliance; hearing by aggrieved departments; enforcement of suspensions or revocations.

Statute text

(a) The certificate of compliance issued by the council shall be subject to suspension or revocation by the council at any time it receives satisfact
(b) The chief administrative officer of any fire department aggrieved by a decision of the council under subsection (a) of this Code section may, wit
(c) The council shall not suspend or revoke any certificate of compliance for failure to meet firefighter training requirements when such failure was
(d) The council may refer suspensions or revocations to the Attorney General for enforcement. Upon referral from the council, the Attorney General ma

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-25, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 5; Ga. L. 1998, p. 560, § 3; Ga. L. 2003, p. 888, § 3; Ga. L. 2005

Annotations
The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2004, rewrote this Code section.

The 2005 amendment, effective April 7, 2005, part of an Act to revise, modernize, and correct the Code, substituted "subsection (c) of Code Section 25
Code Commission notes. - Pursuant to Code Section 28-9-5, in 2003, in subsection (a), the colon was deleted from the end of the introductory paragraph
25-3-26. Duty of executive director to cooperate with fire department.

Statute text
The executive director shall cooperate with newly formed and existing fire departments to ensure that all fire departments in this state are in compli

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-26, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1985, p. 149, § 25; Ga. L. 1995, p. 341, § 6.)

25-3-27. Construction of article.

Statute text
This article shall not be construed to amend, modify, or repeal any of the provisions of Chapter 4 of this title, known as the "Georgia Firefighter St

History
(Code 1981, § 25-3-27, enacted by Ga. L. 1984, p. 1000, § 3; Ga. L. 1992, p. 6, § 25.)

—0
CHAPTER 4
FIREFIGHTER STANDARDS AND TRAINING

Article 1

General Provisions.
25-4-1. Short title.
25-4-2. Definitions.
25-4-3. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Establishment and organization; advisory committee; expenses and allowances.
25-4-4. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Eligibility of members for public office.
25-4-5. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Administrative assignment to Department of Public Safety; source of funds; authority to
25-4-6. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Meetings; quorum; annual report.
25-4-7. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Functions and powers.
25-4-7.1. Appointment and compensation of executive director; assistants.
25-4-8. Qualifications of firefighters generally.
25-4-9. Basic firefighter training course; transfer of certification.
25-4-10. Mandatory annual training.
25-4-11. Adoption of higher training requirements by employing agencies.
25-4-12. Applicability of chapter.

Article 2

Airport Firefighters [Repealed].
25-4-30 and 25-4-31. [Repealed].

—0

ARTICLE 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Annotations
Cross references. - Special license plates for firefighters, § 40-2-78.
Liability of officers and agents for acts performed while fighting fires or performing duties at the scene of emergencies, § 51-1-30.

Editor's notes. - Ga. L. 1980, p. 1242, §§ 1 and 2, as enacted, purported to amend the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Act (Ga. L. 1971,

OPINIONS OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
How probated first offenders to be treated under O.C.G.A. Title 25, Chapter 4, Article 1. - An individual in the process of serving a period of probat

Probation of first offender not conviction under O0.C.G.A. Title 25, Chapter 4, Article 1. - A person in the process of serving a period of probation u
Fulfillment of terms of probation under O.C.G.A. Title 42, Chapter 8, Article 3, relating to first offenders, or release by court prior to termination

25-4-1. Short title.

Statute text
This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Act."



History
(Ga. L. 1971, p. 693, § 1.)

Annotations

RESEARCH REFERENCES

Am. Jur. 2d. - 35A Am. Jur. 2d, Fires, § 50 et seq.
25-4-2. Definitions.

Statute text
As used in this chapter, the term:

(1) "Airport" means any airport located in this state which has regularly scheduled commercial air carrier service or commuter airline service as requ
(2) "Airport firefighter" means any person assigned to any airport located in this state who performs the duties of aircraft fire fighting or rescue.
(3) "Candidate" means a prospective firefighter who has not yet been certified by the council as having met the requirements of this chapter.

(4) "Certified firefighter" or "state certified firefighter" means any firefighter who has been certified by the council as having met the requirement
(5) "Council™ means the Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council.

(5.1) "Fire department" shall have the same meaning as provided in Code Section 25-3-21.

(6) "Firefighter" means a trained individual who is a full-time employee, part-time employee, or volunteer for a municipal, county, state, or private
(7) "Full-time" means employed for compensation on a basis of at least 40 hours per week by any municipal, county, state, or private incorporated fire
(8) "Part-time" means employed for compensation on less than a full-time basis by any municipal, county, state, or private incorporated fire departmen
(9) "Volunteer" means not employed for compensation by but appointed and regularly enrolled to serve as a firefighter for any municipal, county, state
History

(Ga. L. 1971, p. 693, § 2; Ga. L. 1987, p. 373, § 1; Ga. L. 2003, p. 888, § 4; Ga. L. 2005, p. 619, § 1/SB 308; Ga. L. 2008, p. 243, § 2/SB 414.)

Annotations
The 2003 amendment, effective July 1, 2004, added paragraph (2), redesignated former paragraphs (2) and (3) as present paragraphs (3) and (4), respect

The 2005 amendment, effective July 1, 2005, added present paragraphs (1) and (2) and redesignated former paragraphs (1) through (7) as present paragra
The 2008 amendment, effective July 1, 2008, added paragraph (5.1).

Editor's notes. - Ga. L. 1980, p. 1242, § 1 purported to amend this section. However, since it has been determined that the 1980 Act, which deals wi
Ga. L. 2008, p. 243, § 1, not codified by the General Assembly, provides: "This Act shall be known and may be cited as the '2008 Georgia Firefighter S

25-4-3. Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council - Establishment and organization; advisory committee; expenses and allowances.

Statute text

(a) The Georgia Firefighter Standards and Training Council is established. The council shall be composed of eleven members, one of whom shall be the

(1) One member shall be a member of the governing authority of a county;

(2) One member shall be a member of the governing authority of a municipality;

(3) One member shall be a city or county manager;

(4) One member shall be the chief of a county or municipal fire department; and

(5) Two members shall be state certified firefighter training officers.

(b) The members of the council appointed by the Governor pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section shall be appointed at the sole discretion of

(1) The Association County Commissioners of Georgia may suggest the names of three persons for each appointment pursuant to paragraph (1) of subsectio

(2) The Georgia Municipal Association may suggest the names of three persons for each appointment pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of this
) The Georgia City and County Management Association may suggest the names of three persons for each appointment pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsec

(4) The Georgia Association of Fire Chiefs may suggest the names of three persons for each appointment pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of
)

(5) The Executive Board of the Georgia State Firemen's Association may suggest the names of three persons for each appointment pursuant to paragraph (
(c) (1) The first members of the council appointed by the Governor pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section shall be appointed to take office on
(2) The members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and the members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each serve for ter
(3) All members shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. In the event of a vacancy in the membership of the council for any rea
(d) At the first regular meeting of the council held in each even-numbered year, the council shall elect a chairperson and such other officers from i

(e) The council may, from time to time, designate an advisory committee of not more than three members to assist and advise the council in carrying o
(f) Each member of the council and each member of an advisory committee of the council, in carrying out their o